ACA bill to improve protections
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DOJ supports invalidation of ACA
The cost of invalidation

Affordable Care Act Updates
Legislation was introduced in the U.S. House of Representatives to amend the Affordable Care Act
(ACA) to improve access to coverage and make health care more affordable. The Protecting PreExisting Conditions and Making Health Care More Affordable Act of 2019 aims to help individuals
and families afford health care and improve protections for people with pre-existing conditions,
including mental health conditions. The bill would:
•
•
•

Provide more financial help to families who buy their own insurance and lower premiums for
13 million Americans;
Protect people with preexisting conditions by repealing policies like the expansion of ShortTerm, Limited Duration (STLD) plans; and
Increase support to help millions of Americans understand insurance options and sign up for
coverage.

NAMI joined 25 other patient advocacy groups in support of this bill. Read our joint statement here.
You can learn more about this bill in this analysis from the Center for Budget and Policy Priorities.
This bill comes after the Department of Justice (DoJ) announced on Monday that they support a
recent court ruling that would invalidate the entire Affordable Care Act (ACA). In December, a U.S.
District Court Judge ruled in Texas v. United States that the entire ACA is unconstitutional.
Fortunately, because the ruling is being appealed, no one has lost their coverage or had any
protections stripped away due to the ruling.
The case is now with the 5th Circuit Court of Appeals and could go to the Supreme Court. If the
decision is upheld, it would touch nearly every corner of the health care system and affect virtually
every American.

The Urban Institute has issued a report - State by State Estimates of the Coverage and
Funding Consequences of Full Repeal of the Affordable Care Act. In 2019, the following changes
would take place:
 The number of uninsured people in the US would increase by 19.9 million, or 65 percent.
 Federal spending on health care would fall by $134.7 billion, a decrease of 35 percent compared
with ACA-level spending on Marketplace subsidies and Medicaid/Children’s Health Insurance
Program (CHIP) acute care for the non-elderly.
 State spending on Medicaid/CHIP would fall by $9.6 billion, a decrease of 6 percent compared with
ACA-level spending on acute care for the non-elderly.
 Demand for uncompensated care would increase by $50.2 billion, an increase of 82 percent
compared with ACA levels.

The loss of coverage would lead to considerable increases in uncompensated care for
hospitals. Urban Institute estimated the amount at $50.2 billion, which would be an 82%
increase compared to ACA levels. See the report here.
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